May 20, 2024

What's ZAFI?

STFA LKKC English Newspaper

Happy | ?
Retirement! &

South China
Morning Post

ASVAR!

SCMP visit | Buddha’s Birthdsiy Teacher interviews

SCMP course and visit
Stone (50)

Recently, 11 of our Form 3 to 5 students participated in a

the SCMP tutors, Mr Colby Fan, a journalist himself. We at-
tended a total of 6 lessons lasting 2 hours each, including a
tour of the SCMP headquarters in Causeway Bay. The learn-
ing experience has turned out to be a precious opportunity for
students to enhance their English skills and their general skills
across fields including writing and speaking. The course has
achieved more than the designated goals. It is not only that
students have acquired the skills of journalism, but also social
skills in multi-media technology. The idea of visiting the headquarters of SCMP was also much apprec1ated as it
was very much the first time for many of us. Do you know where the headquarters is located? It’s in Times Square!
One must state that the experience does raise their interest in the English language and related courses. If you have
the chance to join this next year, don’t miss it!

Man Sum Ha (5A)

I am honored to have been selected to participate in the SCMP journalist
course, having the chance to learn the skills necessary to become a profi-
cient journalist. Throughout the course, I have gained valuable knowledge
in crafting compelling news headlines that stand out from the rest. Also, I
value the skills T learned such as effective interviewing techniques and much
more. Additionally, I really enjoyed the relaxing and enjoyable mode of
learning throughout the course.

One of the most memorable experiences is our visit to SCMP. It was my first time entering the headquarters of
SCMP, and having the privilege of interviewing Miss Rita Hung, a renowned film director specializing in docu-
mentaries about the elderly. Spending time with her was truly unforgettable as she shared fascinating stories and the
inspiration she drew from the lives of the elderly. We learned invaluable lessons from her during our time together.
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Tong Yat Chun Alex (5C)

The "Experience as a Journalist " course was an op-

portunity I had not really thought about before.
Luckily, I signed up for it and was given the chance
to take part. The course itself was extraordinary,
remarkable and special. Learning how to be a jour-
nalist is something no one has really ever thought of,
but we consider ourselves to be extremely fortunate
to have had this chance of attending this course. We
gained a wealth of knowledge that we wouldn't nor-

mally acquire in school through this course. This is
something that deserves our deep gratitude. In the
end, I would say we all stepped into a small world of journalism, and successfully gained pre-
cious and unique knowledge as a budding journalist.

Apart from learning to be a journalist, we were also offered a priceless opportunity to visit the
SCMP headquarters. I never thought the HQ was that interesting as what I had thought was
that it would be a dull and ordinary office. On the contrary, it had a relaxing and easygoing
environment, with facilities such as vending machines filled with unbelievably inexpensive
drinks and snacks, a foosball table and an arcade machine! This was truly a precious experi-

ence.

Ho Ngai Ling,Cathy (5D)

Having taken part in the course organized
by SCMP is one of the most memorable
and valuable memories I have. I learned
so much from this experience, such as
skills for interviewing people, the value of
news, etc, which is not usually learned in
school.

Also, apart from learning skills of being a

journalist from notes, we were given a

chance to interview
someone! I still re-
member how nerv-
ous I was when I
asked the interview-
ee questions. Lucki-
ly, the interviewee

was so kind and eve- §
rything went great! = =
Our final task was | [}
to write an article

on the interviewee.
Keep an eye on for |
our article on E— : R —

Young Post!
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Kwan Sum Yau (3A)
For me, the SCMP course was a great op-

portunity to enhance my writing skills for
newspapers and articles. The lessons were
interactive and fun as the tutor always told
jokes and shared his experiences. It was also
a good chance to make new friends with
senior form students.

Talking about visiting the headquarters of

SCMP, it truly amazed me how stunning it was. Before the visit, I had only thought that it
was a normal office just like any other offices. However, it turned out that it was an amazing
workplace with beautiful facilities and a great atmosphere. There are inexpensive vending ma-
chines on every floor and an entertainment area.

Buddha’s Birthday 3C-Wang Lai Long Aaron

Buddha’s Birthday, also known as the Buddha Bathing Festi- .—?:'\é + BLESSINGS
val, is one of the most celebrated festivals in Asia. It honours R + N
Siddhartha Gautama, the founder of Buddhism, also known as

Sakyamuni). For this year, we just witnessed it on 15th of May,
2024.

Buddha’s Birthday, just literally, is the birthday of Buddha.

But, every year, the date of the Birthday will change, but it is ‘
usually in April or May in the Lunar Calendar. ‘ S
yin Aprilor Hay -, >

LOVE
ON YOUR

' BIRTHBAY '

Now, let’s talk about what people will do during Buddha’s
Birthday. Undoubtedly, there are slightly different ways of cel-
ebrating it. In mainland China, there will not be a special com-
mon holiday for the Buddha’s Birthday. But it doesn’t mean
that people don’t pay attention to the festival. People usually visit temples, related to Sakya-
muni Buddha, of course, and people usually go in and light one (or more than one) incense,
praying for protection from the Buddha, good
health and success.

In Hong Kong,
what people do is
similar, but we get
a public holiday.
This has been a tra-
dition since 1998.
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Interview with Mr Tse Hon Kam 5D Ho Ngai Ling, Cathy & 5D Koo Tsz Ting, Isabel

Q:Cathy/Isabel A:Mr.Tse
Q: Thank you for your time to do this interview
with us, Mr. Tse. We understand that you are

retiring. First of all, congratulations! May we
ask if you could remind all of us which subject * ’*
you teach and how long you have been teach-

ing at LKKC?

A: Thank you. Well, I am a Chemistry teacher

and I have been teaching for almost 34 years.

Q: Wow, that’s quite a long time. We’re curi-
ous about what motivated you to become a
teacher in the first place, and what inspired you
to stay in the profession for so long.

A: Back then, when I was a student, I enjoyed
discussing different academic stuff with my
peers and teaching Chemistry as a tutor. Get-
ting trust and good feedback from parents
made me feel satisfied too. Besides, for me, I  §
love the working environment in schools as it i-.: I,
is similar to the place where we stayed at as a =
student back then. All these are the things
that motivated me to join the teaching indus-
try. Witnessing many students grow up here in LKKC achieving their goals, no matter how
big or small their goals are, is indeed meaningful and rewarding for me. That’s why I have
stayed in this profession for over thirty years.

Q: We do appreciate your contribution to LKKC and your students. It’s not easy to stay in the
same place with such a passionate heart for a long period. In all your years here, are there any
memorable teaching experiences or a particular student’s success story you remember?

A: Well, I would say there were a lot of successful cases but the most unforgettable one was
about a student of mine back then in the A-Level generation. Not all students had a chance to
be promoted to Form 6 in the same school at that time as the competition for a school place
was extremely fierce. Only the “elites” — students who got good grades in CE, would get of-
fers from schools. Unfortunately, that student’s result wasn’t the best, and I was struggling
with whether I should give him a hand, or tell my colleagues to accept his application for a
Form 6 school place as his family background was complicated and broken. Eventually, I
helped him myself because I was afraid to bother my colleagues. But in the end, he couldn’t
move up to Form 6 in LKKC.

I was quite disappointed that I couldn’t help him. The extra fee for travelling to school would
be a big burden to those poor families. Since then, I started to speak out for those special cases
and offer help to them. I then realised how important it is to know more about your students
as a teacher, especially a class teacher.
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Q: What challenges have you faced as a teacher, and how did you overcome them?

A: I would say it is the balance between teaching and my health condition, as well as my fami-
ly. When I was young, I could fully focus on my career without any obstacles. Even though I
had a lot of work, I could still stay up late till midnight to finish all my work. However, as 1
became older, I was no longer as strong as before, and I have my own family. It is really diffi-
cult to strike a balance between the three parties in my life as I don’t want to be an irresponsi-
ble person. I can’t say how I overcame it. I just tried my utmost to do things well, and my
time management improved day by day because I became more familiar with my work. You
know - practice makes perfect.

Also, apart from seeking a balance in my life, my personality was somehow as an obstacle.
Some of my students told me that I was not willing to smile, and that I was very direct with
people. Once I found that a student did something wrong, I would tell him directly which
made my students feel that I was not easy to get along with. I tried to improve myself, but it
took maybe around one and a half years to show my real self or get closer to my students.

At the time without video tutorials, the lessons in Form Five, in the second term required a lot
of interaction with students and that was easier for me to show my true personality, unlike
nowadays when there are a lot of video tutorials.

Q: Looking back on you your career, what advice would you give to new or aspiring teachers?

A: I think the most important part is to prepare your lessons well. It takes time to accumulate
your lesson materials. It is also crucial to know what your students need: some of them might
need notes, while some don’t. But the most important thing is still to do good preparation, and
make sure you are familiar with the content of your teaching subject. As teachers, we can try
to know more about each student’s personality, so we can communicate with that student
more easily.

Instead of simply teaching, if you foresee some problems students are going to face, you need
to tell them in an appropriate time, to help them improve themselves, whether it is to do with
their studies or life. Also, with sufficient time, you may find out what aspect you are into, such
as discipline, guidance, etc and try to develop yourself professionally. Finally, make sure you
have a good balance between health, family and students.

Q: Lastly, as we all know you are going to retire this year, do you have any plans for travelling
or exploring new things when you retire?

A: For the past 34 years, I think I have been quite busy doing a lot of preparation and mark-
ing, but I still won’t travel a lot because travelling is a bit tiring also. I might take a break
first, packing my school and home stuff and spend more time with my family because it’s im-
portant to spend time with them as well, along with some old friends or classmates. I guess
learning something that I am not good at is also a good idea. I think there is no rush so I will
live in a more leisurely way.

Q: I see. Thank you for your answers! We wish you a happy retirement!
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Interview with Mr Yuen Loi On 5C Tang Tsz Him, 4B Tang Tsz Kiu & 5D Ho Ngai

Y-Mr Yuen
A&J-Anson & Joey

A&J: We heard that you are retiring this year. Congratulations first of all. May we ask a few ques-
tions? Looking back on your teaching journey, what are the most memorable moments or experiences

that you will cherish forever?

Y: 1 have lots of memorable moments as I've
taught here for around 30 years, but talking
about the most memorable moment, it is in the
year 2000. We had a class performance in Tuen
Mun Town Hall. I was one of the class teachers at
that time. My students invited me to act as a su-
b I perman to fight several students. This was quite
difficult for me, therefore, I used a lot of time to
discuss the fight scene with my students, aiming

for a better show. The show ran well fortunately.
This was an excellent chance for me to connect with my class, and also do a performance in front of
others which is uncommon. After the show, I got a nickname—Economic Superman. It’s truly very
memorable for me.

A&J: What advice would you give to new teachers who are just starting their careers in education?
Y: Everyone has different methods of teaching. It may also depend on the personality of each stu-
dent. Therefore, I think the first step is to find out the background, attitude, strength or potential
of the students. Second, we should understand the character of being a teacher. For example, in the
past, some teachers may think that the position of a teacher should be higher than a student’s, but
now, it is a bit different. Students can be friends with the teachers as well, bringing the teachers and
students closer.

B HERaeRERESER
ZO0O00Z0—5EF. 5CHEXRBEMRE

Also, as a teacher, it
may not be easy to see
the progress of students:
some of them may be

fast, and some of them
may need some help.

Teachers should be more [—y
patient and try to teach ”
students in different =
ways. At the same time,
there is no need to be
discouraged in the pro-
cess. Sometimes, even if
we put in a lot of effort,
students may not have
big improvements, but
they do remember some
of the words we have taught and what we say may have a big effect on them. So, just continue to do

your best and put in effort in encouraging your students.
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A&J: What will you miss the most about being a teacher, and what are you most looking for-
ward to in retirement?

Y: I will miss you all a lot. As a teacher, we are in contact with a lot of students. For example,
apart from simply teaching, I share my own experiences or tell jokes in my lessons. Although
they might not find my jokes funny, they will still try to laugh. Therefore, the atmosphere is
better and we havemore fun in my class. Therefore, I cherish the moments we have during les-
sons. Aside from having lessons, some of the graduates continue to keep in touch with me even
if they are already working or even married. I have seen them grow up, have their own family,
and I cherish these memories as well.

Also, I will surely miss my colleagues. Actually, in the early years of my time here in LKKC,
there were lots of activities among us teachers, such as having lunch, singing karaoke and hav-
ing a barbecue together. These memories are worth keeping. For my retirement, I think I have
a lot of things to do as well, because in the past decades, I have been very busy. Most of my
time was spent on preparing lessons, checking exercises, and mostly on work. When I retire, 1
can have more time to find my interests or know more about the world, such as the technology
nowadays. I can also go travelling to broaden my horizons. I also aim to be mentally and phys-
ically healthy as I can have a chance to care for myself more and live more healthily.

A&J: Thank you so much! Thank you for your valuable and patient teaching in these years.

Interview with Miss Lin Tsz Hung 5D Ho Ngai Ling, Cathy

Q:Cathy A:Miss Lin
Q: Congratulations on your retirement, Ms Lin! May we ask you a few questions? First of all,

how has teaching impacted your personal growth and development §
over the years?

A: During my long teaching career, I have learned that continu-
ously accepting challenges and changes can raise educational ef-
fectiveness. Modern education content tends to be more diverse
and educational methods are becoming more technological.
Therefore, teachers should embrace different tools and find more
ways to interact with students. The most important should be to
accompany students and guide them to understand and achieve
goals themselves, and help them to learn how to face difficulties
and finally gain a foothold in society!

Teachers must advance with the times too, whether it is in
knowledge, or teaching or communication methods with stu-
dents. Apart from the above, teachers must also pick up different |

jobs at different stages to enhance themselves and adapt to the #9
development of the school. To conclude, both students and teach- =~
ers learn! Therefore, changes have made me grow quite a lot over these years.
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Q: What challenges did you face as a teacher, and how did you overcome them?

A: The biggest challenge in my life of teaching was the education reform of the past ten years
and the online courses during the COVID-19 pandemic! Teachers were required to constantly
adjust their mentality, learn with an open mind, and modify themselves to adapt to the new
model. Regarding teaching students, the biggest challenge was to build a good relationship
with students. Besides communicating more with students, we needed to think more from our
students' perspective, spot their bright sides and characteristics, and finally, enlighten them.

Q: What advice would you give to new teachers who are just starting their careers in

education?

A: Education is a long-term job. However, even if
you devote endless time, love and effort, there may
be no payoff. But still, please believe that teachers

are always the guiding light for students! Your sup-
port will make them shine brightly, and the efforts

you put in will never be wasted. Also, remember to ha |
take good care of yourself. I wish you all good health, PFS —

physically and mentally! Y-eblpe yylgn{/_', .

Q: Thank you for doing this interview with us and we
wish you an enriching and healthy retirement!
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